V 


^> 


I 

JT 

c* 

-"> 

s 

e-  . 

U) 

r> 

kz) 

*) 

> 

-SI 

£ 

7** 

£i 

h 

^>ij 
o 

yj 

00 

•v. 

o 

r 

N» 

CO 

^ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/statuesofabrahavlinc 


Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Albert  L  van  den  Bergen 

Racine,  Wisconsin 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


m  J.    i  ^  s  Vfc    • 


X; 


'% 


. 


:(Bca3Bidoaa  ixreaSirtfai  joj  ..jocani,,  jo^  asn  piOAU 
iaijnijap  ss8i  s$  jaoraQ,,    :utsn.i    amen)  —   ~}0  '-a^o 

"viuoojvs  'vxuoutojLVO  's>13  *wt»90MO?uad  'sa/Jutwow  's/?un7 
jo  »tso2r»jaqni  J  (ajiagapiif  ej  'pagnsnbim  ..'Binora 
•naa<i,)  Dtuown9udov.ouoj.ff  .'otuoiunaud  joqo?  J  (minora 
•nead'pjoqeLfx,,  }J0daj  jaAau)  -»«a/  piov.d/ij;  .'(„dnojo„ 
jo  asn  pjoab)  ojMMitVdid  ■  (..smSainara  rBujds 
-ojqajao  otmapidg,,  st  mAuou^s  a^agap  jCjuo  eqi)  •"""/ 


^^^WJWl    UUJ    l^J    J^U   fad   4-iUAv  JO  (JU{4  ttH4    (V)    aouji 

01  A\i«ssaoan  sj  ^  's;aaaiA"oidcaa  jeiJisnpai  ay  AiiBjoadsa 
'saffso  A"tn3tn  ui  l^S  *o;a  'uotu.3J.if.  /Uouotjo;sr  l-t99ut6 
•U3  liaio  'j&3ut6u»  aaiiow.ooo'j  '%09\xvoxy  'JOtisodvioo 
•uvtoisdyj  'Jdiuinj  jo  MVU.VJ  '%  -a  'jaapgjns  aq  him.  enji 
jsjg  eqi  no  ouai  jo  pjo,M.  eiSuig  b  suorjBdrtDoo  Auvm  jo^ 
-eStf  jo  aA^oadBajJi  'nosjad  Ajbab  pin?  qai38  0}  sandd* 
uorjBanb  aqj,  uA\otn[  eq  ubd  s}insjnd  biioijsa  jo  ssaa 
-Iiijq^iBaq  barbim  eq;  reqi  os  numJOdrat.  AMaA  sj  'no]% 
-■ednooo  jo  }uania;s}S  espaJJ— -uoiiednoao  jo  ^uoujojejs 


H1V3CI  JO  31YDHU^33  aHVakVlS  S31VJLS  aHUNfl  Q3SIA3H 


-  I 


°2 


^^THlS'l'S^A' PERMANENT  RECORD" 


N.  3. — Ei«rj  item  of  iaUraMttoa  »h»uIJ 
CAUSE  OF  DEATH  in 


E»  carefully  iiipplied.     ACE  itwuM  be  dated  EXACTLY.     PHYSIOANSTlwid^lju^^,  "j-j30  ^/T^k 

pUie  Itrmi,  »o  that  it  may  '  •  properly  cltuified.      End  •Ulemcnt  ,-''_.  *"       %  X  (    j  HJ  .         ^  JST*" 

of  OCCUPATION  i.  t*./  import.ot.  y  f       f}  •JT«  />»/r* 


Has  decedent  «rer  served  in  military  or  naval  service 


o.u.s.!  md-M^^^ 


C^*-**-^  g& 


ft 


-r 


7 


j 


'/>? 


'X  iyt 


A/^c.        W&rte-*~- 


i/lft/i**-4  +f 


( 


<c* 


</ 


/ 


^Z<^*o^L-   ytyt^U^m^r 


-o?t 


<a^ 


*^Xs4 


*-»-«■.        **■     /L&sC(s%. 


7 


i^xST 


s^s^A 


s/e^. 


z 


te£ 


/5L*-*-«2-t, 


j?*'%Jul. 


*v 


Kay  6,   1937 


Mr.  Nels  Jansen 

2925    North  Taliaan  Avenue 

Chicago,  Illinois 

My  dear  Mr.  Jansen: 

My  only  e^la&atlon  of  our  failure  to  include  the 
Saciaa  Statue  of  Lincoln  in  oar  "brochure  is  our  apparent  in- 
formation that  it  was  a  s&atuette  rather  than  a  statue  of 
the  heorlc  sise.     If  we  have  been  mistaken  in  this,  however, 
ire  cortainiy  wcmld  he  glad  to  he  corrected,  as  it  will  be 
the  only  one  apparently  which  we  have  k&sssmI.     ^®  shall  inae-  -■ 
diately  *3rtte  to  the  Library  at  B&eine  and  have  someone  make 
gone  accurate  measurements  so  that  isa  can  determine  whether  or 
not  it  is  a  heoric  status  or  a  statuette. 

^hanking  you  for  calling  this  matter  to  our  attention, 

wb  are 

Very  traly  yours, 


LAW j  US  '  Director 


October  10,  1939 


Racine  Public  Library 
701  Main  Street 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

ksntlemsnj 

We  are  endeavoring  to  complete  our  collec- 
tion of  pictures  of  the  Heroic  Statu® 8  in  Bronx©  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

As  you  know,   the  famous  Van  Den  Serges 
statue  is  located  in  Racine,     Would  It  be  possible 
for  you  to  forward  to  us  a  picture  of  this  status? 

Your®  very  truly, 


M.   A.    Cook 


RACINE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

RACINE,  WISCONSIN 


M.   LOUISIi   HUNT,   I.IURA.RIAN 


October  13,  1939 


Mr.  M.  A.  Cook 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  Cook: 


w 


e  have  been  unable  to  secure  a  photograph 


of  the  bronze  statute  of  Abraham  Lincoln  here 
in  Racine,  but  we  are  inclosing  a  print  of  the 
statute. 

I  think  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  your  in- 
formation concerning  the  sculptor  of  this  statute 
On  a  plate  on  this  monument  there  is  the  follow- 
ing inscription,  "Cast  by  American  Art  Bronze 
Foundry  (Chicago).   Leonard  Volk,  Sc."  We  feel 
sure,  therefore,  that  Leonard  Volk  is  the  sculp- 
tor, not  Van  Den  Bergen. 

Yours  very  sincerely,     / 
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Librarian 


MLH/eg 
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October  14,  1939 


Mis®  M.  Louis©  Hunt,   Librarian 
Racine  Public  Library 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Dear  Miss  HnntJ 

We  are  vary  pleased  to  acknowledge  re* 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  13 th  and  soriy  to  find 
that  our  information  about  the  sculptor  does  not 
agree  with  that  on  the  statue. 

Our  first  information  about  the  statu® 
came   to  us  from  the  American  Art  Bronse  Foundry  and 
it  seems  very  strange  that  they  would  rake  such  an 
error  when  they  cast  the  statue. 

Is  is  possible  that  there  are  two 
statues  of  Abraham  Lincoln  In  Racine T 

Would  you  recommend  a  photographetnln 
Racine  who  would  be   reasonable  in  having  the  pic* 
tures   taken  of  the  statue,    or  s tatties? 

Yours  very  truly, 


M.    A,    Cook 


RACINE   PUBLIC    LIBRARY 

RACINE,  "WISCONSIN 


JAMES  S.   FORNARY,   PRESIDENT 
M.   LOUISE  HUNT,  LIBKAS1AN 


November   6,   1939 


Mr.  M.  A.  Cook 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

My  dear  Mr.  Cook: 

We  are  unable  to  find  that  there  is 
statue  of  Lincoln  in  Racine. 


second 


The  Photo  Crafts  Shop,  526  College  Avenue, 
does  good  commercial  photography  at  reason- 
able prices,  but,  of  course,  there  are  many 
others  in 'the  city  also.   The  Leonard  Studios, 
333  Main  Street,  are  generally  considered  very 
high  grade  but  their  prices  might  be  slightly 
higher . 

If  we  get  any  further  verification  of  the  sculp- 
tor of  this  statue  I  will  let  you  know. 

Yours  very  sincerely,     / 


I 


7,  (Jrvw^   /cU*** 


Librarian 


MLH/eg 


October  14,  1939 


Mr*  Alfred  J.   Berchem 
American  Art  Bronst®  Foundry 
4921  W.   Lake  Street 
Chicago,    Illinois 

Dear  Mr.   Bsrckems 

In  your  letter  of  November  21,   1934 
to  Dr.   Louis  A.   Warren  you  were  very  kind  to  give 
us   the  following  Information  "TEE  OTHER  LINCOLN  STA- 
TUE IS  AT  RACINE,   WIS,,    ERECTED  IN  |915,  BY 

TBS  B.   H.    fiSYlBS  M0NUKF.NT  CO!0>ANY  OF  THAT'  CITY. 
THIS  STATUE  WAS  SCULPTOHED  BY  VAN  DEN  BERGEN, w 

In  a  letter  received  this  morning 
from  the  Racine  Public  Library  we  are  inforraed  that 
this  is  incorrect.     They  say  that   the  following  in- 
scription is  on   the  statue  n  CAST  BT  AMERICAN  ART 
BRONZE  FOUNDRY  [CHICAGO].   LEONARD  VOLK,   8C.°. 

IiS  it  possible   that  there  are  two 
statues  $j£  Abraham  Lincoln  in  Racine? 

We  would  appreciate  having  any  In- 
formation which  you  are  able   to  give  us  about  the 
above  discrepancy. 

Yours  VQry  truly, 
M.   A.   Cook 


ALL    AGREEMENTS    ARE    CONTINGENT    UPON    STRIKES.     ACCIDENTS.     FIHEB     AND     OTHER     CAUSES     UNAVOIDABLE 

OR     BEYOND    OUR     CONTROL.       NOT     RESPONSIBLE     FOR     PLASTER     MODEL     AFTER    TWO 

MONTHS     FROM     DELIVERY     OF     CASTING. 

Telephone  Austin   0356 

American  Art  Bronze  Foundry 

JULES    BERCHEM'S    SON 

Life  Size  and  Colossal  Statuary,   Busts,  Tablets,  Bas-Reliefs 

Chicago's  Pioneer  Art  Bronze  Founders  —  Since  1885 

4921 31  W.  LAKE  STREET 

Chicago      Ootober 

Tweniy  -first 

1933  - 

Mr.  M#  A.    Cook, 
Lincoln  National 
Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Y.ayne,    Indiana. 


Rjfi:   Lincoln  Statue-Racine  ,    Vise. 


Dear   lir.    Cook: 


AoknowlSging  your    favor  of    October   14th,    the   writer 
has   'taken  time    out   to    ,c;et    buck   into    our  1915   records   concerning 
the  Lincoln  Statue    as    erected  at  Racine,    l.isc. 

At   this    time   we    can  find    but  01SE  statue,    the    one 
erected   b\    the   j.   H.   Lionument    Company  of    Racine,    V.iao.    I1  hi  a    statue 
is    of   our  manufacture,    and  the   model   is    by   Van  Ben   Bergen.  ^  Just 
why   the   soulp tor's   name   appears    as   Leonard  Yolk,    So.    is   quite   a 
mystery.    It   is    the  writer's    opinion   that    the    finisher  inscribed 
this   name    to    give   the  statue   more   autheneity,    not  realizing  th^t 
a     uarter  of   a  century    later   it  would   come  to   light. 

Lay    this    information  clear  your   records,    might   the 
writer  assist  further  ? 

Very    truly  yours, 

A&  .iild;-N      -AT      daoh  -      FOUNDRY 
Jule  s    oerche  m'  s    ipn- 


Jl.  J  J3"*  ill  • 


JUsQ 


ALL     AaREtMENTS     ARE     CONTINOE.NT     UPON     STRIKES.     ACCIDENTS,     TIRES     AND    OTHER    CAUSES     UNAVOIDABLE    OR     BEYOND    OUR   CONTROL 
NOT    RESPONSIBLE    FOR     PLASTER    MODEL    AFTER    TWO    MONTHS    FROM     DELIVERY    OF    CASTING. 

Telephone  Austin  0356 

American  Art  Bronze  Foundry 

JULES    BERCBEM     AND    SON 


Chicago's  Pioneer  Art  Bronze  Founders  —  Since   1885 


LIFE  SIZE  AND  COLOSSAL  STATUARY, 
BUSTS,    TABLETS,    BAS-RELIEFS 
H  ONOR   ROLL  S 


4921-31  W.  LAKE  STREET 

CHICAGO   November  21,1934. 


Br.  L.  B.   Warren, 
Lincoln  Museum, 
Lincoln  National 
Life  Insurance  Co., 
tfort  Wayne,   Indiana, 


Dear  Dr.   Warren: 


Having  Just   made  further  inquiry  with  regards 
to  the  two    'missing1  Lincoln  statues  not  mentioned  in  your 
statues  of  Lincoln,   it   is  agreeable  to  pass  this  information  on 
to  you. 

One  Mncoln  statue  is  located  in  jOakwooda 
Cemetery,    Chicago,  Illinois.   It   is  an  eight  foot  or  larger   '~— 
"statue   and  wa~s^rected  in  the    s90's,    by  the  Lincoln  Post  on 
the  Confederate  Soldier's  Burial  Plot,    (this   statue  is  thought 
to  be  the  same  one  as  erected  at  Pena,    111. }  Have  not  been  able 
to  find  out   its  sculptor. 

The  other  Lincoln  statue   is  at  Racine,  Wise,, 
a  1*4."  overall   statue,   erected  by  in  1915,    by  the  B. H.   Meyers 
Monument   Company  of  that   city.   Shis  statue  was  soulptored  by 
Van  Den  Bergen. 

May   this   information  be  as  desired,   with  kind- 
est regards,    I  am, 


Very  truly  yours, 


Alfred  pT  Berchem    i 
AMERICAN    UABT  \BpONZE     FOUNDRY 
Jules  Berchem  &   Son- 


AJB- 


■^^^^™ 


^^~ 


-^ 


sm^mM^i^€ 


jfo,  Al£rod£.  Barotan 
Amarieats  Met  Sroas*  Foundry 
40H*<$1  f «  Iiskft  5t« 
Ofcioega*  III* 

laf  o?mati@?i  abont  ih&  Lia€o!n  status  .of  «!&!&«» 
fc&ted  $M2®  yoa  »»  h©y$«.     %  ar#  *ea?y  gl&€  to  bay© 
ihes®  facts  for  mr  £il#g|fen&  If  fm&m®  adeo**'  othtr 
stataaa  of  &bZBhm  I&booIii  *e  ttori|&<%ft  Ttry  fjtaai  to 
lm&&  about  tbn. 

It  appears  to  no  as  if  to  1m®  h®&  mmgfa  «&n 
%lt&fa  the  3»et  few  toys  to  vaah'ijja&.all  the  ldi^t  1& 
the  Lincoln  utstaa  end  2  really  tl&jak  it  te*  Inpg&ved 
it  coiiel<leraaly* 

Shoae  who  haye  express©*!  thaneelTOa  *ifch  MffT** 

enea  to  the  statue  in  rey  pgesan£®  tare  been  ftiag&ianitafy, 

so  I  beliere  It  mil  t«&9  on  frora  tias®  to  tins*  even* 

mar©  favorable  appeevance* 

Very  truly  yours 8 


LAT?sHB 


director 
Lincoln  lational  Life  JPoundatioa 


November  7t  1939 


The  B.   E.   Meyers  Monument  Company 
Racine,  Wisconsin 

Gentlemen; 

In   recent  correspondence  with  Mie@  M. 
Louise  Hunt,   Librarian,   Hacine  Public  Library, 
1  am  informed  that  on   the   base  of  the  Lincoln 
statue  in  Racine  "C&ST  BY  AHBEICAR  ART  BHOUfZE 
FOlTHTiRY  [CHICAGO}.   LTOHABE  VOL*?  SC". 

The  American  Art  Bronze  Foundry  in- 
forms mn   that   they  rna.de   the  Ptatuc  but   that 
the  B.   It,    Meynr^  Monument  Company  erected   the 
statue. 

The  point  which   t  wish   to   raise  is 
that  The  American  Art  Bronze  Foundry  says   that 
Yan  Den  Bergen  1p»   the  sculptor  and  not  Leonard 
Yolk, 

Can  you  give  us  any  information  about 
the  eculptor? 

Yours  very   truly, 


M.    A.    Cook 


November  ?t  1939 


The  Photo  Crafts  Shop 
5?6  College  Avenue 
Rac  i  ne  ,  W  i  ?  c  or:  p  1  n 

Gentlemen? 

In  recent  correspondence  ^ith  Miss  M. 
Louise  Punt,  Librarian,  Racine  Public  Library, 
your  organization  has  been  mentioned  to  contact 
to  furnish  us  with  a  good  picture  of  the  Lincoln 
Statue  in  Racine. 

fill  you  please  give  us  a  price  on  an 
8R  X  10"  glossy  print  of  the  statue? 

Tours  very  truly, 


M.  4.  Cook 


September  1,  1942 


Mr.  Alfred  J.  Berchen 
American  Art  Bronze  Foundry 
4931*31  V'est  Lake  Street 
Chicago,   Illinois 

Sear  Mr,  Berchenj 

X  an  wondering  if  your  could  "bo  of  help 
to  us  to  explain  the  following. 

In  a  letter  to  Dr»  L»  A.  Warren  on 
Hovonber  21,  1934  yon  rrroto  "The  other  Lincoln  etatuo  is 
at  Baelne,   Wise.,   a  ?*4tt  overall  statue,   erected  by  in 
1915,  "by  the  3.   H.   Meyers  Monument  Company  of  that  city. 
This  s  tat  tie  ras  sculp  tored  by  Jan  Pen  Barren.  H 

In  a  letter  sent  to  Mr.  A.    H.   Griffith 
on  August  28,   1942  "by  the  Eacine  Public  Library  is  the 
following  MTha  only  statue  of  Lincoln  in  Racine  at  the 
present  tine  hears  the  following  Inner iption  on  a  plate 
•Cast  By  The  American  Art  BrOn^e  Foundry  [Chicago], 
Leonard  Volk,   Sc.« .... .Unveiled  Tuesday,  February  12, 
1934. « 

A  stamped, self-addressed  envelope  is  en- 
cloned  for  your   convenience. 

Yours  sincerely, 


!.   A.    Cook 


MAC/c 


Baptariber  17,  1942 


Mr.  Alfred.  J.  Berchen 
Aner  lean  Apt  Broa&o  Foundry 
4321-31  West  Lake  Street 
Chicago,   Illinois 

IWar  5fc%  Berdheng 

fre  are  very  rrach  interested  to 
fcno".?  your  reaction  to  our  letter  of  Soptonber  lot 
in  ??hich  v«5  related  the  stalenent  about  the 
"bronze  status  of  Abraham  Lincoln  In  E'lOino, 

If  not  asking  too  nueh,  could  m 
have  your  ofc&iensnt-  at  this  tine  reg^rdir^  the 
Hacine  statue^ 

Tours  very  truly, 
M»  A»   Cook 


ALL     AORIIMSN7S     All     CONTINCINT     UPON     1TKIKI1.     ACCIOINT..     CIR«0     ANOOTHIR      CAU.K*     UNAVOIDABLI 

OK    IIVOND    OUR  CONTROL.         NOT    HIIFOHIIILI    POR     PIAOTIR    MODIL    AFTCR    TWO 

MONTH*    FROM     DIUVIRT    OF    CAOTiNO. 

Telephone  Austin  0356 

American  cArt  Bronze  Foun.drtj 

JULB8    BGRCBBM'8    SON 

Life  Size  and  Colossal  Statuary,  Busts,  Tablets,  Bas-Reliefs 

Chicago's  Pioneer  .Art  Bronze  Founders — Since  1883 

49?.1-31  W.  LAKE  STREET 

Chicago  September 

Eighteenth 


1942- 


Mr.  M.  A.  Cook, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Port  Wayne,  Indiana, 


Dear  Mr.  Cook: 


Acknowledging  your  letteia  of   September  1st  and 
the   17th,    your  first  reached  here  during  my  two  months   of  absence, 
due  to  operations   having  oeased  here   for  the   duration, 

Going  back  over  records   and  correspondence  with 
you,    ray   letter  of  November  21st  1934   stated  that   the   statue  was 
purchased  in  1315.  Y'ihere  dshis   date  came  from  1   am  at  loss   to  know, 
as   our  ledger  account  shows    the  purchase  made   i$  September  1923 • 

This   statue  may  bear  a  plate  with  the    inscription 
'Cast  by   the  American  Art  Bronze  Foundry- (Chicago)    Leonard  Yolk, 
Sc' ,    unveiled  Tuesday  February   12th  1934*    This   date  being  almost 
eleven  years   after  purchs.se  ?  Rather  the   date    1934  should  have   read 
1924,   which  would  account  for  the  purchase  in  advance  of  unveiling, 
a  reasonable  proceedure. 

Now   in  regards    to    the   correct   sculptor's  name  ? 
Leonard  Volk  or  Yanden  Bergen  ?     In  a  letter  addressed  to  you  under 
date   of  October  21st  1939;      "At   this   time  we   oan  find  but  ONE  statue, 
the   one  erected  by  the  B«H.   Meyers  Monument  Co.   of  Racine,  Wise.    This 
statue   is   of  our  manufacture,    and   the  model  is    by  Van  Den  Bergen. 
Just  why  the   sculptor's  name   appears   as  Leonard  Yolk,    Sc,is   quite 
a  mystery.    It  is    the   writer's   opinion  that    the   finisher  inscribed 
this  name  to   give    the   statue  More   authenticity,    not  realising  that 
a  quarter     (not   quite   19  years)    of  a   century  later  it  would   come 
to   light." 

The   statue   js    a  replica   of  the   one   furnished  at 
Clinton,   111,    so  verification  can  be   made   that   the   sculptor  was 
Yan  den  Bergen*   My   curiosity  is   being  somewhat  aroused  by  the   fact 
that   the   unveiling  date   is    as   1934  >    and   our   sales   date   is   set  as 
1923. 

Page   Two   attached* 


AIL     AORtlMINTS     AH5     CONTINGENT     UPON     STRIKES.     ACCIOSNTS.     PIR8S     ANOOTH8R      CAUSES     UNAVOIDABLE 

OK    BCVOND    CUD  CONTROL.  NOT    RESPONSIBLE    POR    PLASVCR    MODEL    AFTER    TWO 

MONTHS    PROM     DELIVERY    OP    CASTING. 

Telephone  Austin  0356 

American  ^Irt  Bronze  Foundry 

JULB8    BBBCHBM'8    SON 

Life  Size  and  Colossal  Statuary,  Busts,  Tablets,  Bas-Reliefs 

Chicago's  Pioneer  «£rt  Broate  Founders— Since  1885 
4931-31  W.  LAKE  STREET 

Chicago    sent  erobe  r 
Page   Two:  Eil/pGenth 

Mr«   M.A.   Cook, 

Lincoln  National  life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,    Indiana. 


To  my  mind   this   last  fact  indicates   one   of    two 
things      a  typographical  error/a  new  plate   has  been  attached 
eitheVon  the   statue   or  granite  pedestal.    Should  I   hare   the 
opportunity   to   be   in  Racine,    1   shall  most  certainly   try   to   cle^r 
up^  the  point  in  question. 

May   these   outlines   assist  you  in  your  work,    so   will 
thank   you   to  keep  me   advised,    I ■ remain, 

Yours   very   truly, 

AMERICAN     ART      BRONZE     FOUNDRY 
Jules   Berchem's   Son- 


mJ2 

«f.  \Berchem 


\v       .-    s 
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LINCOLN   \37  NATIONAL 
LIFE    FOUNDATION 


LOUIS   A.   WARREN 

DIRECTOR 


FORT  WAYNE,    INDIANA 


RESEARCH  BUREAU 

INTERPRETS  THE  LIFE  OF  LINCOLN 
AS  REVEALED  IN  AUTHORIZED  PUBLIC  REC- 
ORDS   AND   ORIGINAL    MANUSCRIPTS. 


September   21,    1942 


LIBRARY   BUREAU 

GATHERS  AND  CATALOSUES  ALL 
CLASSES  OF  LINCOLN  LITERATURE  FOR 
ITS     REFERENCE     LIBRARY. 


PUBLICATION   BUREAU 

ISSUES  A  WEEKLY  BULLETIN  LIN- 
COLN Ldri,  A  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  The 
Lincoln  Kinsman.  AND  OCCASIONAL 
MONOGRAPHS. 


1MFORMAT10N    BUREAU 

COMPILES.  INDEXES.  AND  MAKES  A- 
VAILABLE.  INFORMATION  BEARING  ON  THE 
SUBJECT    OF    LINCOLNIANA. 


EXHIBIT   BUREAU 

COLLECTS  AND  DISPLAYS  IN  ITS  MU- 
SEUM: MANUSCRIPTS.  PORTRAITS.  CURIOS. 
AND  SOUVENIRS.  ASSOCIATED  WITH  LIN- 
COLN. 


SPEAKERS    BUREAU 

PROVIDES  SPEAKERS  FOR  MEETINGS 
OF  CIVIC  CLUBS.  SCHOOL  GROUPS.  CHURCH 
ORGANIZATIONS.     ETC. 


EDOCATICJNAt   BUREAU 

PRQMOTgs  kilXY  cSnteStI;  Ar- 
range! FlsglM  A>ib  iTiaMfii  an 
imtiit  la  la*  im\  Qf  unhmi'i 

LIFE. 


MEMORIAL  BUREAU 

MARKS  SITES  OF  HISTORICAL  SIG- 
NIFICANCE. AND  EMPHASIZES  ANNIVER- 
SARY OCCASIONS  ASSOCIATED  WITH  LIN- 
COLN. 


B#   H.    Meyers  Monument   Company 
Racine,   Wisconsin 

G-entlenen: 

I  have  just  had  considerable  correspondence 
regarding  the  Lincoln  statue  which  is  located  in 
Racine  and  which  I  understand  was  erected  by  your 
company.  This  statue  was  nade  by  the  American  Art 
Bronze  Foundry,  Chicago. 

According  to  Mr.  Alfred  J,  Berchem  of  the 
American  Art  Bronze  Foundry  the  statue  was  sculntored 
by  Van  Den  Bergen  and  pur  chased,  from  them  in  1923. 

We  are  informed  that  there  is  a  dedication 
plate  on  the  base  of  the  statue  which  reads  as  follows: 
•'Cast  by  the  American  Art  Bronze  Foundry  [Chicago], 
Leonard  Volk,  Sc,  unveiled  Tuesday  February  12th,  1934." 

Can  you  explain  why  Volk' s  name  appears? 

February  12,  1934  falls  on  a  Monday  and  not 
Tuesday  according  to  our  calendars.  February  12,  1924 
did  fall  on  a  Tuesday.  Was  the  statue  dedicated  in 
1924  and  the  date  1934  Tin  error  in  the  information 
from  the  Racine  Public  Librafy? 

Your  help  in  answering  the  above  two  questions 
will  be  greatly  a-trpreciated.  A  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  is  enclosed  for  your  convenience. 


Yours  vej 
1 


.truly, 


Cook 


MAC/c 


(J     ^<L<j?£% 

"the  Center  of  Miwp.ta  ^formation  in  America"  ^ 
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October  2, 


Public  Library 
Hac  ino ,  W  isoor.a  in 

"entlenens 

There  tire  son©  conflicting  reports  about  the 
Lincoln  statue  in  Racing  and  I  an  wondering  if  you 
could  help  us  get  the  difference  straightened. 

According  to  Mr*  Alfred  J.  Berohen  of  the 
Anerioan  .irt  Zronze  Foundry  the  statue  was  sculpt or od 
by  Van  Ben  Server  and  purchased  fron  then  in  1023. 

Vfe  are    inforned  that   there  in  a  dedication 
plate  en  the  "base  of  the  statu*  ^h.ich  reads  aa  follows-} 
"Cast  by  the  *.ner  loan  Art  Bronze  foundry  [Chicago], 
Leonard  Jolfc,   3c,  TJnvs  I  led  This  ad.ay  February  13th,  1934." 

Fubr.da,rx-  ISMvadiji  not  fall  on  Tuesday  in  1934 
but  did  in  ,1924. 

Can  you  help  us? 

Tours  -very  truly, 


LI.   A.    Ooofc 


9i 


ACINE 

—  PUBLIC 

LIBRARY 


RACIHE,   WISCOHSW 


October  6,  1942 


Martha  B.  Merrell,  librailan 


Mr.  M.  A.  Cook 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  Cook: 

There  certainly  do  seem  to  be  some  conflicting  reports  about 
the  Lincoln  statue  in  Racine.  Altho  the  Art  Bronze  Foundry 
cast  the  statue  they  say  that  Van  Den  Berger  was  the  sculptor, 
but  the  inscription  on  a  plate  on  the  statue,  a  copy  of  which 
we  sent  to  you  in  a  letter  dated  Oct*  13,  1939,  says  "Cast  by 
American  Art  Bronze  Foundry  (Chicago)  -  Leonard  Volk,  Sc." 

The  plate  does  not  indicate  the  date  of  the  unveiling  of  the 
statue  but  information  from  our  newspapers  reveals  that  the 
unveiling  took  place  Tuesday,  February  12th  1924.  It  was 
donated  by  the  community  and  former  graduates  of  Lincoln 
school  through  the  Lincoln  Monument  Association. 

The  size  of  the  statue  is  7  feet  4  inches  high  on  a  base  24  in- 
ches square.   The  bottom  base  is  of  granite  rock  5  feet  by  6 
feet  and  the  second  base  is  3  feet  by  6  feet  surmounted  with  a 
section  of  Barre  Vt.,  polished  granite. 

The  foundation  and  installation  was  done  by  the  B.  H.  Meyers 
Company,  622  Sixth  Street,  Racine. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


Head  of  the  Adult  Department 


Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation     ------     Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor 

Published  each  week  by  The   Lincoln  National   Life   Insurance  Company,   Fort  Wayne,   Indiana 
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,.    c.Ke/  to,  Statues:—!.   Brown,    Brooklyn;  2.   Brown,   Now   York;   3.   Rogers,  Philadelphia  ■  4    Mead    KnrimrfieM  .  n    i}„ii    „    w     u-      ,        .     „ 

Neb.  ;  29.  Rebeck    Alliance.  Ohio  ;  30.  St.  GaudenVdlK    31    Tattf  Url I'  I  1     °^-'  Waters  >ortIa^d     0%' ■    r'''p »«*  '    2\  F%nCh'    Lineoln' 
Crunelle,   Freeport,   111.;  35.  Konti,  Yonkers.  N.  Y.  ;  36.   Bachman    Mnneapolis'   37      Lewis     sink-  ,?r-     Vx     r,        ii  33-ri?atl»la".    San   Francisco:   34. 


Van  Den  Bergen  Statue  -  Racine,  Wise. 
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— Journal-Times   Photos 
PAY  LINCOLN  HOMAGE  —  Students   from  Lincoln  School 

j  seu  ajopq  J3A3U  joj  'utp2edication  of  the  Lincoln  statue 

1  **  cleaned  last  week  for  the  first 

JO  jno  A"jUEJOdlU3}  U3Dq  SE    The  school  children  Thursday 

,  ,  students  29   years  ago  at  the 

jnoq  XJ3A9  J3JE3P  jnoX  oj  ifeatured  Prof   c  A  Gilman.s 

JJ-A*JOj:)EJ  "  "  '  3ZI£  §UI^J  §IVrs'    and  scores  of  *la£  waving 

niT„Tri->n  cnr»r»  ectators  were   attracted   to   the 

'  '  r  r  4    J  the  minutes  recorded  by  the 

sponsored   the   program.     (See 
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J  immlm    Z7Z  Marble 
JUinCOtn    an(i  Bronze 


BY    F .    LAURISTON    BULLARD 


A  Publication  of 
THE    ABRAHAM    LINCOLN    ASSOCIATION 

Springfield,  Illinois 


Rutgers  University  Press 

New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey 


COPYRIGHT,   1952,  BY  THE  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  ASSOCIATION 

IN  SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS 

ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED 
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This  Statue  Attests 
an  Epigram 

OF  ONE  Lincoln  statue  it  may  fairly  be  said  that  its  replica 
is  far  better  known,  even  among  Lincoln  scholars,  than  the  original. 
This  statue  was  the  work  of  a  "Belgian  sculptor,"  so-called,  of  whom 
hardly  more  is  known  than  his  name,  A.  L.  Van  den  Bergen.  A  plate 
on  the  base  of  the  original  in  Racine,  Wisconsin,  bears  the  single  word 
"Volk,"  but  how  this  name  came  to  be  on  the  plate  is  an  unsolved 
mystery ;  the  bronze  casting  was  done  by  the  American  Art  and  Bronze 
Company  of  Chicago,  which  firm  is  known  to  have  named  Van  den 
Bergen  as  the  sculptor.  We  think,  while  reserving  the  right  to  alter 
our  opinion  on  the  appearance  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  that  the 
"Lincoln"  in  Clinton,  Illinois,  is  a  replica  of  the  Racine  statue.  Com- 
parison of  photographs  provides  a  basis  for  this  conclusion,  and  at 
least  one  reference  work  states  that  view  to  be  correct.  The  Clinton 
statue  is  "signed"  "Van  den  Bergen,  Sc."  Although  the  Illinois  replica 
is  more  widely  known,  due  in  part  to  its  connection  with  one  of  Lin- 
coln's most  famous  epigrams,  the  Racine  original  must  have  the  right 
of  way  in  our  account  of  Van  den  Bergen's  work. 

The  Racine  Journal-News,  today  the  Journal-Times,  carried  this 
paragraph  about  the  statue  on  Lincoln's  birthday,  1924:  "...  The 
Ninth  Ward  Booster  Club,  its  officials  and  members,  should  receive  the 
congratulations  of  every  Racine  citizen  for  its  labors  in  raising  the 
fund  necessary  to  provide  this  lasting  tribute.  And  thanks  should  be 
extended  to  those  whose  contributions  made  it  possible.  The  school 
children  can  well  take  pride  in  this  statue  and  feel  an  ownership  in  it 
because  of  their  pennies,  nickels  and  dimes  contributed  for  it." 

That  in  brief  is  the  story  of  this  memorial.  The  movement  for  its 
acquisition  was  fathered  by  an  aggressive  promotional  organization 
having  one  city  ward  for  its  field  of  operations,  although  gifts  were  re- 
ceived from  citizens  residing  elsewhere.  The  statue  was  erected  on  a 
triangular  plot  where  three  streets  intersect.  It  stands  on  a  granite  base. 
The  inscription  is  not  the  closing  words  of  the  Gettysburg  Address, 
so  often  encountered  in  connection  with  our  "Lincolns,"  but  the  open- 
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ing  sentence  :  ".  .  .  Our  fathers  brought  forth  on  this  continent  a  new 
nation,  conceived  in  liberty  and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  all 
men  are  created  equal."  The  dedication  exercises  were  conducted  in  the 
evening  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Lincoln  High  School.  Spotlights 
focused  on  the  statue  as  "little  Charles  Davies,  Jr.,  pulled  the  cords" 
to  unfurl  the  flag  that  wrapped  the  figure. 

After  an  interval  of  seven  years  the  replica  was  put  up  at  Clinton  on 
Armistice  Day  in  1 93 1 .  Lincoln  was  as  well  acquainted  with  this  lo- 
cality, in  Salt  Creek  valley  in  central  Illinois,  as  with  the  valley  of  the 
Sangamon.  In  his  dedicatory  address  that  day,  Judge  Lawrence  B. 
Stringer  of  Lincoln  said:  "From  1839  to  the  very  year  in  which  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  elected  President  of  the  United  States,  DeWitt  County 
was  continuously  a  part  of  the  old  Eighth  Judicial  District  which  he 
traveled  and  in  which  he  practiced  law.  ...  In  the  old  brick  court 
house  which  occupied  the  Clinton  public  square,  for  nearly  two  decades 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  present  at  substantially  every  term  of  the  DeWitt 
Circuit  Court."  It  was  at  Clinton,  the  speaker  might  have  added,  that 
Lincoln  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas  appeared  in  the  only  murder  trial  in 
which  they  were  on  the  same  side.  This  was  in  1840,  when  Spencer 
Turner  was  charged  with  the  murder  of  Matthew  K.  Martin.  Lincoln 
and  Douglas  convinced  the  jury  of  Turner's  innocence.  At  Clinton, 
also,  in  a  campaign  for  another  term  in  the  United  States  Senate, 
Douglas  spoke  one  day  in  1858  for  three  hours,  with  Lincoln  among 
his  auditors.  Two  days  later  they  arranged  for  their  series  of  joint 
debates. 

The  leader  in  the  movement  to  obtain  a  Lincoln  statue  for  the  Clin- 
ton courthouse  yard  was  L.  O.  Williams,  a  local  attorney  and  Lincoln 
enthusiast.  The  ceremonies  for  the  unveiling  were  held  in  the  after- 
noon  in  the  First  Methodist  Church,  owing  to  the  unobliging  disposi- 
tion of  "the  weather  man,"  but  the  unveiling  was  managed  in  advance 
of  the  speaking  program.  Judge  Stringer's  address  enumerated  the 
chief  attributes  which  had  "made  Lincoln  great."  Honesty,  "not  merely 
legal  honesty"  or  "conventional  honesty,"  as  "the  best  policy"  with 
"accent  on  the  word  'policy,'  "  but  that  "honesty  which  is  absolute  and 
fundamental."  There  were  his  humility,  his  humanity,  his  sense  of 
justice,  "his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  common  people  and  his  opti- 
mistic belief  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  eternal  truth" —  that  was 
"our  Lincoln  of  central  Illinois." 

This  is  not  an  inspired  statue,  but  it  looks  more  like  the  man  than  do 
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many  other  statues  with  their  padded  chests  and  broadened  shoulders, 
and  it  expresses  the  patriotic  sentiments  of  the  community.  On  the 
back  of  the  pedestal  we  read :  "That  it  may  not  be  forgotten  that  here 
for  nineteen  years  as  a  Lawyer  and  Friend  he  was  Counselor  and 
Teacher  of  our  Forefathers,  this  Statue  is  erected  by  the  Citizens  of 
DeVVitt  County  to  the  Memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln."  On  the  front 
are  two  statements  of  Lincoln's:  "I  must  stand  with  anybody  that 
stands  right ;  stand  with  him  while  he  is  right,  and  part  with  him  when 
he  goes  wrong" ;  and  the  famous  epigram  :  "You  can  fool  all  the  people 
part  of  the  time,  and  part  of  the  people  all  the  time,  but  you  cannot 
fool  all  the  people  all  the  time."*  Below  this  appears  the  attestation 
"Spoken  in  an  address  at  Clinton,  July  27,  1858,  by  Abraham  Lincoln." 
sources:  Correspondence  of  Emil  C.  Wiegand  and  F.  R.  Starbuck   Racine 
Wisconsin;  courtesies  by  M.  L.  Houser  and  Ernest  E.  East,  Peoria  Illinois' 
the  Racine  Public  Library,  and  the  Vespasian  Warner  Public  Library  of 
Clinton;    Clinton    Centennial,    1935;    Lawrence    B.    Stringer     "Abrah-im 
Lincoln,"  Journal  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Society,  January    10,2  • 
Harry  E.  Pratt,  Lincoln  1840-1846.  ' 
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For  the  Veterans  of  Three  Wars 


THE  city  of  Alliance,  Ohio,  proudly  claims  to  possess  the  first 
joint  memorial  ever  erected  in  honor  of  the  veterans  of  three  wars  of 
the  United  States  -  the  Civil  War,  the  War  with  Spain,  and  the  first 
World  War.  This  claim  is  probably  justified,  for  this  memorial  was 
dedicated  in  1924,  while  the  colossal  monument  by  Gutzon  Borglum  in 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  with  forty-two  figures  representing  the  entire 
military  history  of  the  country,  was  dedicated  in  1926.  President  Lin- 
coln, as  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Union  forces  in  the  Civil  War 
represents  the  veterans  of  that  conflict ;  plain  soldiers  in  uniform,  one 

•  The  authenticity  of  this  saying  has  been  challenged,  and  it  has  been  attributed  to 
Pluneas  T.  Barnum  Robert  G.  Ingersoll.  and  others.  The  trend  of  scholarly  opinion 
avors  Lincoln  s  authorsh.p.  Joseph  W.  Fifer,  held  by  many  to  be  a  competent  witness 

Snon„«n  TV0/  "  «,°"  ,ht  aUth°rit?  °f  his  informant,  Milton  Hay  (James 
0  Donnell  Bennett  Private  «Joe»  Fifer,  1036,  p.  «).  See  also  Richard  Price  Morgan 
^Abraham  Lincoln  by  Some  Men  Who  Knen  Htm,  essays  assembled  by  Isaac  Newton 
Philips,  19 io,  p.  ,02,  and  Isaac  Newton  Phillips,  Lincoln,  1910,  pp    ,o8f 
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Local  man  to  restore  Lincoln  statue 


BY  MICHAEL  BURKE 
Journal  Times 


Three  score  and  13  years  ago,  our  forefathers  brought 
forth  in  this  city  a  new  statue,  cast  in  bronze  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  proposition  that  State  Street  needed  a  real- 
ly impressive  monument. 

Now  that  statue,  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  needs  a  face 
lift.  And  a  local  man  has  offered  to  lead  the  charge. 

Steven  Rogstad's  fascination  with  Abraham  Lincoln 
goes  right  to  the  core  of  the  subject:  Lincoln's  upbring- 
ing, his  integrity,  his  politics. 

But  Rogstad  is  also  concerned  with  surface  matters. 
And  he  wants  the  corroded,  pitted,  streaked  statue  at 
1800  State  Street  restored. 

Undertaking  the  project  as  a  one-man  committee  is 
Rogstad's  contribution  to  Racine's  Sesquicentennial  cel- 
ebration. Having  obtained  the  needed  approvals, 
Rogstad  will  try  to  raise  about  $15,000  for  the  restora- 
tion. 

►-   More  on  STATUE,  Page  7  A 

B^    For  more  on  the  Lincoln  statue  in  Racine,  visit  our 
website  at:  www.racinecounty.com/statues 
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JIM  SLOSIAREK  Journal  Times 


Steven  Rogstad  plans  to  raise  funds  to  restore 
the  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  Racine. 


the  Journal  Times   Wednesday,  December  3,  1 997      "T/k 
page  editor  Sam  Manchester       I  r\ 

STATUE  /  Lincoln 


From  Page  1A 


"It's  not  just  a  matter  of  getting 
some  volunteers  out  on  a  Saturday 
morning  with  scrub  brushes  and  a 
pail,"  he  said. 

Rather,  a  professional  refinishing 
will  require  scaffolding,  sand-blast- 
ing with  small  glass  beads,  then 
application  of  a  lacquer-like  coating. 
It  will  take  five  to  seven  working 
days. 

Rogstad  is  about  to  launch  a  "full- 
fledged  marketing  campaign"  to 
raise  the  funds.  He  will  seek  grants 
and  approach  Lincoln  organizations 
throughout  the  country  and  Racine 
area  groups,  businesses  and  schools. 

Rogstad  said  the  1924  Lincoln  stat- 
ue, at  the  corner  of  State  and 
Prospect  streets  and  Carlisle 
Avenue,  is  one  of  nine  in  the  state 
and  three  in  Racine  County. 

It  was  built  to  "heroic"  propor- 
tions; that  is,  the  six-foot,  four-inch 
Lincoln  grew  a  foot  when  Chicago 
sculptor  Albert  Louis  Van  den 
Berghen  converted  him  to  bronze. 

Racine's  Ninth  Ward  Booster's 
Club  raised  the  money  for  a  gateway 
monument  that  would  be  seen  by 
people  entering  the  city  from 
Northwestern  Avenue,  Rogstad  said. 
No  one  knows,  however,  why  the  vol- 
unteers chose  the  16th  president  — 
or  why  they  erected  the  statue  in  a 
year  which  matches  no  Lincoln  mile- 
stones. 

"It  was  an  off  year,"  Rogstad  said. 
"The  math  doesn't  add  up." 

If  anyone  would  know  the  statue's 
history,  Rogstad,  38,  would  be  the 
man.  He's  a  history  buff  but  fairly 


fanatical  about  Lincoln,  and  owns 
more  than  4,000  books  about  the 
man.  He  spends  up  to  three  hours  a 
day  on  his  hobby. 

"We've  had  to  make  two  moves 
now  on  account  of  my  interest  in 
Lincoln,"  Rogstad  said,  referring  to 
times  when  his  wife  told  him  their 
home  did  not  have  enough  room  for 
both  the  family  and  a  deceased  pres- 
ident. 

"We've  got  about  2,100  square  feet 
just  for  Mr.  Lincoln  and  2,100  square 
feet  for  us,"  Rogstad  said. 

He  is  not  sure  quite  how  he  got 
hooked.  But  one  early  memory 
amply  illustrates  his  passion  for 
everything  Lincolnian.  In  fourth 
grade,  on  Lincoln's  birthday,  his 
class  had  a  substitute  teacher. 

"She  read  the  entire  Lincoln  entry 
out  of  'Encyclopedia  Brittanica,'  " 
Rogstad  said.  "I  think  every  other 
kid  in  that  classroom  was  just  about 
bored  out  of  their  minds  —  except 
me.  I  was  riveted  by  it." 

Rogstad  said  Racine's 

Sesquicentennial  is  the  perfect  time 
to  refurbish  the  statue.  The  sculpture 
had  one  reconditioning  in  about  19S3, 
but  now  has  again  lost  the  deep, 
dark  brown  gloss  of  its  original  self. 

Anyone  interested  in  supporting 
the  restoration  may  contact  Rogstad 
at  681-4072. 

He  said  the  coating,  when  the  job 
is  done,  should  protect  Honest  Abe 
for  at  least  another  50  years. 

"I  suppose  it's  a  remote  possibili- 
ty," he  remarked,  "that  I'll  be  doing 
this  again  when  I'm  88  years  old." 
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Steven  Rogstad,  Racine's  own  expert  on  Abraham  Lincoln, 
launched  it  campaign  From  the  Museum  to  raise  funds  for 
the  restoration  of  the  Lincoln  Statue  on  State  Street  near 
the  Lincoln  Apartments  (which  was  the  site  of  Lincoln 
School).  Cleaning  and  stabilizing  the  statue  will  cost 
$25,000.  City  approval  and  an  account  for  donations  have 
been  arranged.  Donations  can  be  sent  to:  Lincoln  Statue 
Restoration  Fund,  c/o  Steven  Rogstad,  5419  Idlewood 
Drive,  Racine.  Wl  53402-2234.  The  plan  is  to  rededicate 
the  statue  in  the  Fall. 


Steven  Rogstad  explaining  the  restoration  process  and  its 
significance  at  Racine  Heritage  Museum  last  December  when  the 
campaign  was  launched  in  raise  hauls  for  the  project. 

Racine  Heritage  Museum  is  producing  exhibits  on  Racine 
Industries:  Their  Histories.  Legacies  and  Products  lor  the 
Sesquicentennial  celebrations.  The  Hamilton  Beach 
exhibit  is  nearly  complete  and  we  greatly  appreciate  the 
support  from  Hamilton  Beach/Proctor  Silex.  as  well  as 
Prism  Designs  of  Racine.  In  addition,  there  will  be  a  large 
exhibit  on  fractional  horsepower  motor  history  and 
companies  in  Racine,  and  exhibits  on  several  companies 
such  as  Twin  Disc  and  Malum  Manufacturing.  These  will 
open  with  gala  celebrations  in  the  first  week  of  August 
along  with  the  other  Racine  Incorporation  Day  activities. 
The  exhibit  on  The  Horlicks:  Local  Influence,  World- 
wide Impact   will  open  May  2. 


Racine's  Postal  Legacy,  an 

exhibit  of  Racine  postal  cancella- 
tions and  business  advertising 
envelopes,  opens  April  24  with  a 
reception  and  the  appearances  of 
Ren  Franklin  and  Racine's 
Sesquicentennial  mascot,  Gilbert 
the  Gull.  Three  hands-on 
educational  activities  have  been  produced.  The  exhibit  w 
occupy  more  than  30  linear  feet  aiid  includes  rare  materii 
as  well  as  postal  items  familiar  to  many  of  us.  After  the 
exhibit  closes  at  the  Museum,  major  parts  will  be  trans 
I  erred  (o  the  Post  Office  on  Main  Street  where  it  will  be 
•  ■■■:■  uicentennial  legacy  exhibit. 
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Special  Postal  Cancellation  for  Racine's  Sesquicentennial 
will  occur  August  7  and  8.  Donald  Vander  Leest,  a  Racine 
artist,  is  designing  the  cancellation  stamp  which  will  be 
applied  to  Racine  Sesquicentennial  envelops  with  the 
Wisconsin  State  Sesquicentennial  stamp  on  it.  These  will 
sell  for  $4.00  by  Racine's  Sesquicentennial  Committee. 

Special  historic  markers  arc  being  researched  for  several 
sites  in  the  Racine  area.  Mary  Murdoch  is  producing  a  slide 
show  on  Remarkable  Women  in  Racine  for  use  by  clubs, 
schools  and  anyone  interested.  The  Southeast  Wisconsin 
Aviation  Museum  at  Batten  Airfield  is  producing  an  exhibit 
on  the  History  of  Racine  Airports  and  the  Airport 
Beacon  which  opens  May  1st.  The  Frank  Lloyd  Wright 
Four  will  be  June  5-6,  a  Legacy  exhibit  at  Horlick  High 
School  is  being  developed  and  Racine  Heritage  Museum  is 
planning  a  booklet  on  car  production  in  Racine,  as  well  as 
the  comprehensive  history  book,  Invention  City:  A  Sesqui- 
centennial History  of  Racine  by  John  Buenker  with  illustra- 
tion research  by  Richard  Ammann. 

Some  quilts  from  the  Heritage  Museum  collections  are  to  be 
included  in  the  annual  Avenue  of  Quilts  on  Main  Street. 
Everyone  is  also  invited  to  the  play  Senses,  documenting 
African-American  history,  March  28  at  J.I.  Case  High 
School.  The  Heritage  Museum,  Racine  Arts  Onnncil  an'' 
Racine  County  Convention  and  Visitors  Bureau  are  co- 
sponsoring  an  exhibit  on  Ethnic  Architecture  of  Eastern 
Wisconsin  to  be  installed  at  the  Bureau  July  I9-August  20. 

Between  seven  and  twelve  Tall  Ships  will  be  in  Racine's 
Harbor  August  6,  7,  8  and  9.  Old  Boats/  Old  Friends  will 
have  an  exhibit  of  Racine-made  boats,  and  the  Heritage 
Museum  will  have  exhibits  on  Boat  Manufacturing  in 
Racine  and  history  of  the  harbor.  The  Museum  will  also 
be  selling  tee-shirts  with  the  Racine  Boat  Company  logo  on 
them  and  raffle  tickets  for  a  wooden  Old  Town  canoe. 

You  will  want  to  be  a  part  of  all  this  excitement  and  history 
making  activities.  Please  call  Christopher  or  Mary  Ellen  and 
let  them  know  when  you  can  volunteer  a  few  hours  for 
celebratory  activities,  636-3926. 


<yQo 


Racine  Heritage  Museum 

701  S.  Main  Street,  Racine,  Wl  53403-121  I 

(414)  636-3926  voice  •  (414)  636-3940  FAX 

http://www.racine.org/rcmuseum.html 

Business  Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  8:00-5:00 

Inhibition  Hours:  Tue.-Fri.  9:00-5:00  and  Sat. -Sun.  1:00-5:00 

Archive  Hours:  Tue.  &  Sat.  1:00-4:00 

Closed  Major  Holidays 
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The  Racine 

Sesquicentennial  Committee 

and  the 

Lincoln  Fellowship  of  Wisconsin 


invite  you  to  help  celebrate  Racine's 
150th  birthday  by... 


*X^I  Lincoln  Monument 
Restoration  Project 


n 


*         Racine's  Lincoln  Monument  is  one  of 
three  heroic-size  statues  of  Lincoln  in  Racine 
County.  The  other  two  are  Frederick  C. 
Hibbard's  1943  granite  study  of  Lincoln  and  his 
wife  on  the  Racine  campus  of  Gateway  Technical 
College,  and  George  E.  Ganiere's  statue  of  a 
meditative  Lincoln  in  Burlington,  dedicated  in 
1913.  Six  additional  statues  of  Lincoln  can  be 
found  throughout  Wisconsin  at  Madison 
(Adolph  A.  Weinman,  1909),  Milwaukee 
(Caetano  Cecere,  1934),  Ripon  (Clarence  A. 
Shaler,  1939),  Manitowoc  (Frank  Brandt, 
1961),  and  Kenosha  (Charles  H.  Niehaus,  1909; 
Michael  P.  Martino,  1997).  The  City  of  Racine 
owns  the  original  bronze  casting  of  Van  den 
Berghen's  statue.  A  bronze  replica  of  the  figure 
was  erected  at  at  Clinton,  Illinois  in  1931. 

The  Lincoln  Monument  Restoration 
Project  is  a  program  under  the  direction  of  the 
Racine  Sesquicentennial  History/Legacy  Com- 
mittee. The  Committee  will  be  raising  funds  for 
the  statue's  restoration  from  available  grants, 
civic  organizations,  businesses,  school  children, 
religious  communities,  and  citizens. 

Mr.  Steven  K.  Rogstad,  chairman  of  the 
Project,  is  available  to  discuss  the 
program  with  interested  groups. 
Please  contact  him  at  4l4.681.4972. 

Persons  may  contribute  to  the  restoration 
fund  by  sending  a  check  or  money  order  to: 

LINCOLN  MONUMENT 
RESTORATION  PROJECT 
5419  Idlewood  Drive 
Racine,  WI     53402-2234. 


About  the  Sculptor 

Albert  Louis  Van  den  Berghen  was  born  to 
Joseph  and  Lucile  [LeGrand]  Van  den  Berghen 
in  Vilvorde,  Belgium  on  September  8,  1850,  and 
emigrated  to  America  in  1876.  He  studied  sculpture  and 
architecture  at  the  School  of  Fine  Arts  in  Brussels.  His 
quiet  disposition  and  natural  gift  for  modeling  earned 
him  the  title,  "the  hermit  sculptor." 

He  taught  design  at  the  Art  Institute  of 
Chicago,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Architectural 
Club.  He  was  recognized  mostly  for  his  over-mantel  bass 
relief  marble  and  plaster  panels  for  fireplaces  in  large 
homes  overlooking  Lake  Michigan,  and  for  his  studies  of 
human  heads. 

His  sculptures  were  displayed  at  art  exhibi- 
tions in  Philadelphia  (1876)  and  Chicago  (1890).  Van 
den  Berghen 's  personal  favorite  piece  of  art  which  he 
made  was  his  statuette  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  which  was 
probably  used  as  a  working  model  when  he  created  the 
statue  later  erected  in  Racine. 

He  died  at  the  age  of  71  on  October  12,  1921 
at  River  Forest,  Illinois,  and  is  buried  at  Palos  Oak  Hill 
Cemetery.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  been  married 
to  his  only  wife  Eugenia  for  twenty-nine  years.  The 
marriage  produced  three  children,  only  one  of  whom,  a 
daughter  named  Mignon,  lived  to  adulthood. 


Celebrate  150  Years 
of  Racine  and  Wisconsin 

As  Racine  celebrates  the  150th  anniversary  of  its 
incorporation,  it  has  the  unique  opportunity  to  share  this 
occasion  with  the  state  of  Wisconsin's  sesquicentennial. 
With  this  history  in  common,  it  is  apparent  that  Racine's 
"Roots,"  the  successful  heritage  of  our  city,  have  had  a 
significant  impact  on  the  growth  of  Wisconsin,  and  will 
continue  to  launch  both  our  city  and  our  state  into  the 
future. 

Please  join  our  local  companies  and  organiza- 
tions in  a  year-long  anniversary  party  honoring  Racine's 
past,  present,  and  future  by  participating  in  activities  that 
will  be  fun  and  educational  for  Racine  area  families, 
residents  and  visitors  of  all  ages. 

The  Sesquicentennial's  History/Legacy  Commit- 
tee is  dedicated  to  preserving  the  record  of  Racine's  past, 
as  well  as  identifying  and  sustaining  local  landmarks. 
More  helping  hands  are  needed  to  restore  Racine's  bronze 
statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  To  volunteer  your  time  and 
experience,  or  to  learn  about  how  you  can  incorporate  the 
restoration  enterprise  into  your  family,  business,  group,  or 
school  activities,  please  contact  the  Lincoln  Monument 
Restoration  Project. 


Van  den  Berghen  with  his  statuette  of  Lincoln 


THE  LINCOLN  FELLOWSHIP  OF  WISCONSIN  was 
founded  on  February  24, 1940  at  the  Memorial 
Union  on  the  campus  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
in  Madison,  incorporated  in  1950,  and  is  the  fourth 
oldest  Lincoln  group  operating  in  the  United  States. 
One  of  its  objectives  is  to  preserve  Lincoln  land- 
marks in  Wisconsin, 

Every  April  members  meet  for  a  dinner- 
program.  Papers  discussing  aspects  of  Lincoln 's  life 
and  career  are  read,  and  later  published  as  printed 
booklets.  To  date,  56  lectures  have  been  published. 
The  organization  also  publishes  a  scholarly 
newsletter  that  chronicles  group  activities  and 
emphasizes  Wisconsin  connections  to  the  Lincolns. 

The  Lincoln  Fellowship  of  Wisconsin  is  a 
non-profit  volunteer  organization  ivith  no  paid 
officers.  Inquiries  about  membership  may  be  sent 
in  care  of  the  Lincoln  Monument  Restoration 
Project. 
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...helping  to  restore  the  City's  heroic - 
sized  bronze  statue  of  Abraham 
Lincoh 


Sculpted  by  Chicago  artist  Albert  Louis  Van  den 
Berghen,  the  figure  was  dedicated  on  February  12, 
1924  to  commemorate  the  1 1 3th  anniversary  of  the 
sixteenth  president's  birth.  It  was  cleaned  and  re- 
dedicated  on  February  12,  1953.  The  7'4"  statue 
and  granite  base  cost  Racine-area  businesses,  orga- 
nizations and  individuals  $3,500  to  erect  in  1924. 
It  will  cost  around  $15,000  to  have  it  properly  re- 
stored to  its  original  condition.  The  monument  will 
be  refinished  and  re-dedicated  in  1998  as  part  of 
Racine's  Sesquicentennial  Celebration,  with  assis- 
tance from  the  Lincoln  Fellowship  of  Wisconsin. 
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Lincoln  Fellowship  of  Wisconsin 

5419  Idlewood  Drive  •  Racine,  Wisconsin  53402-2234 
Telephone  and  FAX  414-681-4972 
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Dear  LFW  Members : 

When  the  Fellowship  was  established  in  1943,  it 
made  as  one  of  its  objectives  the  goal  of 
preserving  Lincoln  landmarks  in  Wisconsin. 
These  landmarks  include  the  Tallman  House  in 
Janesville  (where  Lincoln  stayed  overnight 
during  his  1859  speaking  tour  in  Wisconsin), 
Hanchett  Hall  in  Beloit  (where  Lincoln  spoke), 
The  DeKoven  Center  in  Racine  (the  site  of  a 
former  school  at  which  Mary  Lincoln  considered 
enrolling  Tad),  a  few  highway  markers,  and  nine 
heroic-size  statues  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  plus 
one  of  Mary. 

Six  of  the  nine  statues  are  located  in  the 
southeast  portion  of  the  state;  two  in  Racine, 
two  in  Kenosha,  and  one  in  the  cities  of 
Milwaukee  and  Burlington.   The  others  are 
situated  in  Madison,  Ripon,  and  Manitowoc. 
Brief  histories  of  these  monuments  can  be  found 
in  F.  Lauriston  Bullard's  landmark  1953  study, 
Lincoln  in  Marbleand  Bronze,  except  for  the 
statue  in  Manitowoc  and  the  new  bronze  figures 
of  Lincoln  and  Hay  at  Carthage  College  in 
Kenosha,  which  were  installed  this  past  summer. 

Most  of  Wisconsin's  statues  were  unveiled  in  the 
early  decades  of  this  century  as  communities 
celebrated  the  centennial  of  Lincoln's  birth,  or 
erected  them  in  a  spirit  of  patriotic  fervor. 
Chronologically,  the  Wisconsin  figures  were 
unveiled  in  the  following  order:  Kenosha,  1909; 
Madison,  1909;  Burlington,  1913;  Racine,  1924; 
Milwaukee,  1934;  Ripon,  1939;  Racine,  1943, 
Mantowoc,  1961,  and  Kenosha,  1997. 

Most  of  these  monuments  have  been  regularly 
maintained  or  recently  restored,  but  a  few  of 
the  figures  are  in  desperate  need  of 
professional  restoration,  such  as  Racine's 
standing  Lincoln  by  Albert  Louis  Van  den  Berghen 
and  Kenosha's  seated  figure  of  Lincoln  by 
Charles  H.  Niehaus. 


A  historical  group  devoted  to  the  study  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
Organized  February  24,  1940 


I  am  working  towards  having  the  Van  den  Berghen 
figure  professionally  restored  on  behalf  of  this 
organization  and  the  Racine  Sesquicentennial 
Committee.   The  restoration  work  is  scheduled  to 
take  place  next  August,  with  a  re-dedication 
ceremony  planned  for  early  September.   Restoring 
the  statue  to  its  original  beauty  will  cost 
around  $15,000,  which  will  be  obtained  from 
available  grants,  local  civic  groups,  area 
businesses,  schools,  religious  communities, 
private  donations,  and  the  Lincoln  community. 

Attached  is  a  folder  which  contains  material 
about  the  project. 

As  a  member  of  the  Fellowship,  I  hope  you  will 
join  me  in  preserving  this  unique  piece  of 
Lincoln  statuary,  thereby  fulfilling  an 
important  objective  of  this  fine  organization. 
All  donations  are  tax-deductible.   Checks  and 
money  orders  should  be  made  out  to  the  Lincoln 
Monument  Restoration  Project,  and  mailed  to 
the  Fellowship's  office  at  5419  Idlewood  Drive, 
Racine,  WI ,  53402-2234.   I  will  be  delivering 
all  donations  on  a  weekly  basis  to  the  City  of 
Racine's  financial  officers  for  the 
Sesquicentennial  Celebration. 

Thank  you  for  your  consideration,  and  I  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


yttux. —   x  a 
Steven  K.  Rogs^Uad 
Secretary  &  Editor 


Chairman 

Lincoln  Monument  Restoration  Project 


From  the  desk  of — 
LOUIS  A  WARREJ1 
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